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The Steel Curtain rises at Kennywood!
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Coaster Stats
Length: 4,000 feet 

Speed: 76 mph
Duration: 2 minutes

Lift angle: 50 degrees   
Passengers per train: 24

• Highest inversion in the 
world: 197 feet   

• Tallest coaster in 
Pennsylvania: 220 feet   

• Most inversions in 
North America: 9   

Three Records 

The FUNOFFICIAL Newsletter of ACE Western Pennsylvania

2018 Summer/Fall Events in Review
Pages 3-5

CoasterBash! XXX Preview
Page 6
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Condolences to Arlene Thompson and Glenn 
Thompson on the June death of Kevin Thompson 
(Arlene’s son; Glenn’s brother) . . .  condolences to 
Nick Paradise, whose mother unexpectedly passed 
away in June . . . congratulations to Adam Napotnik, 
who has restarted his college career at Washington 
& Jefferson University . . . congratulations to Hunter 
Lawrence who graduated from Carnegie Mellon 
University in the spring and is now working as a 
field engineer for Great Coasters International Inc.
. . .  congratulations to Maggie Altman, April Lucas, 
Ryan Lucas, Val Lucas and Debby Milburn on 
winning the gold medal in the Midway Olympics 
at Coaster Con 41 . . . congratulations to Joel 
Brewton who took first place in the ACE Annual 
Photo Contest during Coaster Con 41 last summer 
. . . a welcome to Texas ACEer Donovan Gionnis 
who is attending Carnegie Mellon University . . . Best 
wishes to John Gasper for a speedy recovery from 
recent back surgery . . . Debbie Sykes underwent 
successful hernial surgery in August and is pleased to 
report that she’s fully recovered . . . congratulations 
to Jeff Checcio, former director of facilities and 
safety at Kennywood, who accepted a position 
at the Pittsburgh Aviary as director of operations 
and facilities in October . . . congratulations to 
Dave Altman who was appointed the activity 
manager and elected as a Director at Large for 
the Westinghouse SURE retirement organization . 
. . the second half of 2018 wasn’t a kind one for 
several members below the waist! In September, 
after getting off a bar stool to perform karaoke at a 
local brew pub, Linda Spar got tripped up and and 
broke her femur, but was back to normal before 
Thanksgiving . . .  in late August, while visiting family in 
Franklin, Tennessee, after a stop at Dollywood, Terry 
Hahner fell and broke three bones in her right foot 
requiring surgery and keeping her off her feet for four 
months with full recovery not expected until after 
CoasterBash! . . . in November, Bill Linkenheimer Jr. 
took a minor fall resulting in a hairline fracture to his 
knee . . . a big congratulations to NAPHA Historian 
and ACE History Committee member Jim Futrell on 
receiving the 2018 Outstanding Service Award from 
the International Association of Amusement Parks 
and attractions (IAAPA) during the organization’s 
Attraction Expo in Orlando in November . . .
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Several ACEers from Western Pennsylvania spent a 
couple weeks in Japan last September/October to 
take part in East Meets ACE, a spectacular international 
trip coordinated by ACE. This photo was taken after 
and end-of-tour group dinner on the final night at the 
Hilton in Osaka.

Fred Wink
1942-2018

We regret to announce the passing of longtime 
member Fred Wink, of Butler. He is survived by his wife, 
Kathy, also an ACE member. Fred was a very familiar 
face at ACE Western Pennsylvania events and many 
national ACE events, where he was known to truly enjoy 
himself, always exhibiting a friendly demeanor. Fred 
has also been a volunteer at the annual CoasterBash! 
event for several years. Our condolences to Kathy and 
their friends and family.

THE FUN TIMES  2019  is published every so often by and 
for the members of American Coaster Enthusiasts inhabiting 
the Western Pennsylvania region.  Material may be used with 
or without permission -- we really don't care.
Subscriptions are free to all ACE members residing in the 
Western Pennsylvania region and are $4.00 per year for 
ACE members elsewhere in the United States.  Direct all 
correspondence to:  THE FUN TIMES; PO Box 15353; Pittsburgh, 
PA  15237-0553, USA.
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Continued on page 4

KennyKon XXIX: Thunderbolt turns 50!
By Maggie Altman

What’s the saying? “Third Time’s a Charm”?  For 
the last two years it has rained during KennyKon but 
everyone was hoping that this year would be the 
charm. Well, almost. Misty rain fell for an hour or so in 
late morning. However, the rest of the day was overcast 
making it a perfect day to enjoy the park.

The day started off with registration, socializing 
and ice cream. 
T h e r e  w e r e 
161 registrants 
from 13 states 
and Ontario, 
C a n a d a . 
The  fa r thes t 
c a m e  f r o m 
California.

Th i s  was 
the  seventh 
year  that  a 
f u n d r a i s i n g 
event was held 
to benefit Give 
Kids the World. This year there were two events, not 
only Ice Cream for Breakfast, but also the Backyard 
Carnival.

Ice Cream for Breakfast was enjoyed during 
registration. Kennywood once again generously 
donated the ice cream. A multitude of toppings were 
provided by ACE Western Pennsylvania. New for this 
year was Backyard Carnival. For one hour, four games 
(Pong Pool, Goblet Toss, Bowler Roller and Cat Rack) 
were open early as a fundraiser. It was a win/win 
situation for anyone who was lucky enough to win a 
prize and all proceeds benefited Give Kids the World. 
A total of $770.00 was raised between the two events. 
($176.00 from ice cream and $594.00 from games).

The morning ERT session was on Thunderbolt in 
honor of its Golden Anniversary. Ten attendees, who 
rode  Pippin before it was redesigned and renamed 
as Thunderbolt, took a ceremonial ride on T-Bolt. They 

were Ed Adler, Dave Altman, Maggie Altman, Linda 
Cramer, Rick Davis, Chuck George, Bill Linkenheimer 
Jr., Dave Lucas, Judy Madison and Barbara Ranker. 
The Turtle was also a part of ERT for those who were too 
small to ride the Thunderbolt or took the opportunity 
to enjoy an iconic ride and participate in the Western 
Pennsylvania tradition of “humping the Turtle”.  

After ERT, 
first time group 
photographer 
T i m  C r o n i n , 
climbed onto 
t h e  P o t a t o 
P a t c h  r o o f 
to  take  the 
group photo 
of attendees 
s t a n d i n g  i n 
t h e  q u e u e 
l i n e  o f  t h e 
Thunderbolt. A 
group photo of 

Pippin riders was also staged around the floral display 
celebrating the Thunderbolt’s 50th Anniversary, located 
on the lawn within the helix.  

Attendees spent the rest of the day enjoying the 
rides, games and the many food indulgences. ACE 
Western Pennsylvania’s traditional ITOTs (Informal Take 
Over Times) were scheduled throughout the day. Many 
of them coincided with rides that were celebrating 
anniversaries: Volcano - 40 years, Ghostwood Estates 
- 10 years and Grand Prix - 45 years.  A bonus ITOT of 
riding the Grand Prix backwards was encouraged. 
Besides theses rides, who wouldn’t enjoy an ITOT on 
Racer, Merry-Go-Round and Kangaroo?

The highlight of the day was a preview of the 
new Thomas Town. As everyone entered, cameras 
were flashing everywhere. Many of Thomas’ friends 
were there to greet us: Flynn’s Fire Training, Harold’s 
Helicopter Tour, Cranky’s Drop Tower, Gordon, Percy, 
James and Emily. However Thomas the Tank Engine 
and Sir Topham Hatt were nowhere to be seen. We 
were told they were still getting ready for the grand 
opening in a few days.

After the tour, everyone headed to Pavilion #2 
for a delicious picnic dinner. This was not a normal 
picnic fare, it was a carb fest of macaroni and cheese, 
penne pasta, and perogies. Additional menu items 
were smoked beef brisket, baked beans, coleslaw 
and fruit salad.

Regional Rep Bill Linkenheimer III gave his opening 
remarks welcoming all and recognized ACE’s officers, 
directors, committee members and the regional rep 
team for Western Pennsylvania. Kennywood General 
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Manager  Jerome 
Gibas and Kenny 
Kangaroo presented 
Dave Altman with The 
Golden Kenny Award 
which was announced 
at CoasterBash! XXIX 
in March.

A silent auction 
w a s  h e l d  d u r i n g 
dinner. Items included 
a photo donated 
b y  r e t i r e d  r i d e 
maintenance director 
Bryan Bartley showing him in the front seat with longtime 
Thunderbolt caretaker Geno Chamboredon, bolts 
from the Log Jammer and two Steel Vengeance exit 
passes.  Assistant Regional Representative Ryan Lucas 
announced the winners. The four signs designed and 
provided by Kennywood announcing the Backyard 

KennyKon XXIX: Thunderbolt turns 50!
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Carnival were also 
s o l d ,  r a i s i n g  a n 
additional $20.00 for 
Give Kids the World. It 
was a “Three time’s a 
Charm” for them.

T h e  e v e n i n g 
concluded with the 
traditional ERT on 
Phantom’s Revenge.

“Good night,” 
“Had a great time” 
and “See you soon” 
w e r e  h e a r d  a s 

everyone walked through the tunnel and exited the 
park.

Thanks to Marie Ruby, Nick Paradise, Jerome 
Gibas, Meaghan Collins and the Kennywood staff for 
making another KennyKon a memorable event.

Continued from page 3

ACE-DAFE Phantom Fright Night
On October 13 (how appropriate!), members of 

ACE and DAFE along with their guests assembled to 
enjoy the hauntingly good ambience and spooks of 
Kennywood’s Phantom Fright Nights. As always, the 
park graciously offered discounted admission and 
early entry to attendees despite this not being a formal 

event. Before the 
park opened, 
members were 
given a lights-
on walkthrough 
t o u r  o f 
G h o s t w o o d 
Estate, which 
celebrated its 
1 0 t h  s e a s o n 
i n  2 0 1 8  b y 
r e c e i v i n g 
upgrades  to 
a  n u m b e r 
o f  s c e n e s 
t h r o u g h o u t 
the attraction. 
After the tour, 
a t t e n d e e s 
were treated 

to a surprise ride on the park’s train pulled by the 
unmodified engine commonly known as the Gimbels 
Flyer, which originally operated at the 1938 World Fair 
in New York. Once the park opened, folks were free 
to experience the park, though many took part in 
ITOTs over the course of the evening on Jack Rabbit, 
Phantom’s Revenge and several other rides and 
haunted houses.

ACE Holiday Magic
Despite a record-setting year of precipitation 

for many cities on the east coast, ACE Western 
Pennsylvania was fortunate to have spectacular 
weather for its events, and Holiday Magic was no 
exception. Nearly 100 attendees came to the park 
to see a rare sight: the construction of a new roller 

coaster! Even though only a fraction of columns were 
assembled, members were in awe of the scale of 
The Steel Curtain. The half-finished supports already 
dwarfed Racer, making it clear that 2019’s new 
attraction will dominate the park’s skyline. After touring 
the construction site, attendees took advantage of 
the mild weather to take in more than two million lights 
and enjoy a number of attractions that remain open 
for the holidays.
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As the month of August nears its end, high school 
and college students return to the halls of learning, 
but ACE members know that summer doesn’t end 
there. Sixty five members from ACE and Western 
New York Coaster Club (WYNCC) headed to two of 
Pennsylvania’s most famous lakes for a weekend of 
fun, friends and coaster riding on August 25 and 26.

On Saturday, August 25, attendees headed to 
the shores of Conneaut Lake to visit New Conneaut 
Lake Park where attendees took advantage of the 
beautiful weather by enjoying rides such as Devil’s 
Den, the Carousel, Flying Scooters and of course, Blue 
Streak! Speaking of Blue Streak, there was a special 
presentation from ACE to the Trustees of Conneaut 
Lake Park, when a check in the amount of $7,000 was 
presented to purchase new wheels for Blue Streak’s 
Century Flyer train!

No trip to Conneaut Lake Park is complete 
without miniature golf, and members of ACE Western 
Pennsylvania took part in a very competitive round 
of miniature golf that would have made Gary Baker 

proud! After golf it was time for dinner which consisted 
of penne pasta, salad and brownies. As evening 
approached, the weather was perfect for a stroll 
down the boardwalk, night ERT on Blue Streak and 
just relaxing on the beach with a beautiful full moon 
over Conneaut Lake.

 On Sunday, August 26, attendees headed north 
to the shores of the much larger Lake Erie to visit 
Waldameer & Water World. Morning check-in featured 
coffee and donuts as well as a photo opportunity in 
and around the park’s Comet coaster. It was there 
that attendees learned that Steve Gorman was feeling 
under the weather and would not be at the park (and 
he’s always at the park), so a homemade card was 
created for Steve and filled in with get well wishes.

After the photo opportunity, there was an hour 
of ERT on Comet, which attendees were told will be 
getting a lot of TLC in the off season. As the park 
opened to the public, attendees were treated to an 
hour of ERT on Steel Dragon.

Lunch featured hamburgers, hot dogs, chicken 
strips (hands down the BEST chicken strips money can 
buy, according to park owner Paul Nelson) potato 
salad, macaroni salad, baked beans, potato chips 
and ice cream. Mr. Nelson filled attendees in on future 
plans for the park, which include a Zamperla Discovery 
for 2019 and subsequent years seeing a Zamperla Air 
Race, family spinning coaster and new additions to 
the water park

After a few thank yous from WNYCC and ACE 
Western Pennsylvania, attendees headed back into 
the park to enjoy Wacky Shack, Pirates Cove, Sky Ride, 
the new-for-2018 Balloon Race, and of course, Ravine 
Flyer II. Evening brought a beautiful sunset over Lake 
Erie, and some of the attendees decided to head 
back home for work or school the next day. Those who 
stayed around till park close were treated to night ERT 
on Ravine Flyer II. What a great way to end the perfect 
weekend and the not-so-official end of summer.

Flying High with a Blue Streak
By Tim Michalak
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P O Box 15353
Pittsburgh PA 
15237-0553
USA

A full-color 
version of The 
Fun Times is 

available online 
for download 

on the region’s 
website.

FIRST CLASS MAIL

Saturday, March 2, 2019
Salvatore’s 

Pittsburgh’s South Hills
You’ll find EVERYTHING you need to know 

about CoasterBash! XXX at 
www.ACEwesternPA.org

including pricing, list of presenters, menu 
and instructions for mail-in and online 

registration.

NO PRINTED EVENT FLIER
 WILL BE MAILED!

The longest-running regional no-coaster event is 
back for its 30th year. This year’s event will have a 
plethora of presenters including manufacturers 
and park representatives. Visit the CoasterBash! 
web page for continually updated details!

CoasterBash! is held at Salvatore’s which is 
located approximately seven miles south of 
downtown Pittsburgh in the borough of Baldwin.

Advance registration only. 
No on-site registration

Mailed registration must be postmarked by 
February 22. Online registration will remain 

open until February 24.
 No on-site registration will be available.

Don't miss Mountainfest at Wisp Resort the day after CoasterBash!
ACE Mid-Atlantic presents this informal event to enjoy the mountain coaster at Wisp, located in 

McHenry, Maryland, just two hours from Pittsburgh. Registrants enjoy four rides for the price of three! 
Advance registration is required and must be completed by February 24. 

Visit aceonline.org/events for more information and to register.


