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Kennywood Drafts a Winner in The Steel Curtain
By Brett Weissbart

On July 12, Kennywood premiered The Steel 
Curtain to the media, current and past representatives 
from the Steelers organization and over 50 ACE 
members. While Western Pennsylvania is home to 
a diverse collection of both modern and vintage 
coasters, the unveiling of a major new ride remains a 
rare occurrence. The ride itself has been covered ad 
nauseum, so instead this will be a first-person account 
of attending a major media event for the first time.

At the crack of dawn, attendees gathered at 
the main gate for registration. After signing a release 
and checking in, I was handed a color-coded badge 
and a Steel Curtain-branded Terrible Towel. The area 
in front of the Steelers Country sign was already a 
bustle of activity with the media setting up their 
cameras and enthusiasts eager for their first ride. A 
continental breakfast and DJ kept people entertained 
(and caffeinated) until it was time to inaugurate the 
coaster.

Around 6 a.m. the winners of the Project 412 
Scavenger Hunt contest (to guess the ride’s statistics) 
were invited to enter the line first, followed by everyone 
else. The first train was dispatched and we were off! 
The unloading side of the platform was crowded 
with photographers, videographers and reporters 
documenting the proceedings. There was time to 
enjoy several rides on the coaster before we were 
asked to assemble at the Steelers Country sign to wait 
for the Steelers contingent to arrive.

Around 11 a.m. longtime Steelers broadcaster Bill 
HIllgrove emceed a brief press conference. Speakers 
included Kennywood General Manager Jerome Gibas, 
Lt. Governor John Fetterman, and a representative from 
the ride’s builder, S&S Sansei. Everyone in attendance 
was asked to wave their Terrible Towels as we counted 
down to the ride’s “official” grand opening. Confetti 
was launched, fireworks roared in the background and 
the Pittsburgh Steeline provided the soundtrack as we 
followed the Steelers back to the ride.

Current Steeler Cam Heyward and former greats 
Mike Wagner and John Banaszak took their ride 
alongside other Steelers employees. Heyward wasn’t 
the biggest fan of the ride, telling KDKA that “it was fast, 

nauseating, powerful and I would suggest riding that 
once, and not riding it again.” Among enthusiasts, the 
sentiment towards the ride was much more positive, 
receiving near-universal praise.

A buffet lunch was served which previewed the 
upcoming menu for the Endzone Cafe. Stuffed burgers, 
Potato Patch fries, pierogies and more were much 
enjoyed seeing as how most attendees had already 
been up for eight hours! After lunch, a few more rides 
were had on The Steel Curtain before it was closed 
for the day. Attendees were able to enjoy the park for 
the rest of the day, though most headed home for a 
well-deserved nap.

Special thanks to everyone at Kennywood for 
inviting ACE to the red-carpet premiere of their newest 
coaster. Hopefully there’s not a nine-year wait before 
the next one!
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A Flurry of Fall Events
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Congratulations to Joey Kurincak, a member who was 
among those contest winners on board the inaugural 
ride of The Steel Curtain . . .  back in June, Dave Altman 
gave a presentation on early roller coaster history to 
the Laurel Highlands Region of the Antique Automobile 
Club of America . . .  condolences to Tammi Datri, 
whose father passed away in July . . .  congratulations 
to Mike Funyak who took a new position in July and 
now serves as Rides and Attractions Manager at 
Idlewild and SoakZone . . .   congratulations to Piper 
Hawkins who rode her 50th coaster in late June, with 
Waldameer’s Ravine Flyer II as the site for the occasion 
. . .  condolences to Ed Adler and Matt Adler on the 
passing of Diane Adler (Ed’s sister, Matt’s aunt) . . .  
condolences to Kennywood General Manager Jerome 
Gibas on the passing of his mother, Florence Gibas, in 
November . . .  condolences to Joe Ventresca on his 
passing of his father, Vincent Ventresca, in November 
. . .  we’re pleased to know that Erik Frankenstein 
is okay after his car was hit and totaled while at a 
standstill, but that meant an upgrade from a 2009 to 
2012 Chevrolet Malibu . . .  condolence to Tina Sepcic 
and Adam Naptonik on the passing of Peggy Sepcic 
(Tina’s mother, Adam’s grandmother) in January. 
. .  congratulations to Lenny Adams who recently 
accepted a position with the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania as state inspector for amusement devices, 
which means that he’s also departed his position as 
director of maintenance at Conneaut Lake Park . . .  
In December, Arlene Thompson was interviewed on 
PCNC as an attendee at a holiday program for senior 
citizens at Baldwin High School . . .  congratulations to 
Garrett Sauers who provided production design for 
“The Monster Between Us,” a short film in Point Park 
University’s Cinema Art’s Production 3 Showcase . . .

CoasterBash! XXXI
Saturday, March 7, 2020

Salvatore’s 
Pittsburgh’s South Hills

KennyKon XXXI
Saturday, June 20, 2020

Kennywood 
West Mifflin, PA

John Gasper said he was proud of the “ACE showing” 
at his 60th birthday party. He’s seen here in the rear 
center, surrounded by 13 smiling ACEers!
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THE FUN TIMES  2020  is published every so often by 
and for the members of American Coaster Enthusiasts 
inhabiting the Western Pennsylvania region.  Material 
may be used with or without permission -- we really 
don't care.
Subscriptions are free to all ACE members residing in 
the Western Pennsylvania region and are $4.00 per 
year for ACE members elsewhere in the United States.  
Direct all correspondence to:  THE FUN TIMES; PO Box 
15353; Pittsburgh, PA  15237-0553, USA.
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KennyKon XXX Soars to New Heights
By Brett Weissbart

The weather hasn’t been kind to KennyKon over 
much of the last decade, and 2019 was no exception. 
While the culprit in years past has been rain, July 20 
brought plenty of sunshine but also oppressive heat and 
humidity. Temperatures soaring into the mid-90s didn’t 
scare away many attendees, making this installment of 
ACE Western Pennsylvania’s annual Kennywood event 
one of the best attended in recent memory.

388 persons from across the U.S. and Canada were 
drawn to West Mifflin with hopes of taking part in the 
first-ever ERT session on The Steel Curtain, Kennywood’s 
monster Steelers-themed roller coaster. The tight 
construction deadline made no guarantee for the 
ride to open in time, so many enthusiasts breathed a 
sigh of relief when it opened to the public just a week 
prior to KennyKon.

Before tackling Pennsylvania’s largest roller 
coaster, attendees first had to make it to the park 
bright and early for registration. While the occasion 
often calls for coffee and doughnuts, with ACE Western 
Pennsylvania it is tradition to enjoy a bowl of Ice Cream 

for Breakfast to benefit Give Kids the World. Thanks to 
the generosity (and hungry stomachs) of members and 
their guests, $391 was raised to help kids with significant 
illnesses enjoy an expense-free vacation enjoying 
Central Florida’s theme parks.

As soon as the gates opened, attendees ran to 
the black and gold behemoth that took over the site of 
Log Jammer. Featuring the tallest inversion in the world 
and the most inversions in North America, The Steel 
Curtain has been on many enthusiasts’ bucket lists since 
it was announced in 2018. Most in attendance were 
able to snag multiple rides on The Steel Curtain during 

the 90-minute ERT. Those wanting a more classic thrill 
were invited to enjoy Racer which was also available 
for attendees.

Once ERT had concluded, members made their 
way across the midway to Skycoaster’s island, which 
was kept closed to the public so the group photo could 
be taken. After the brief photo session (it was already 
blisteringly hot at 11 a.m.!), attendees were set loose 
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to enjoy the park. One activity that took place over 
the course of the day was a Scavenger Hunt, which 
challenged participants to find 30 numbered KennyKon 
XXX logos that were affixed to rides, buildings and other 
objects throughout the park.

At 1 p.m., many attendees gathered at Kennyville 
Stage for what was promoted as a “special presentation.” 
The entire regional representative team assembled to 
present Jerome Gibas, Kennywood’s general manager, 
with the region’s first Industry Appreciation award (see 
sidebar on page 5). The award will be given annually 
to a person in the amusement industry who supports 
ACE Western Pennsylvania, and it was only appropriate 
to give the first to someone who has worked tirelessly 
behind the scenes to uphold the park’s relationship 
with enthusiasts.

As is tradition with KennyKon, a schedule of ITOTs 
(Informal Take-Over Times) gave attendees the option 
to enjoy many of the park’s classic attractions with 
other ACE members. Starting with The Exterminator 
(celebrating its silver anniversary) and ending with the 
classic Turtle, members were able to see the breadth 
of vintage, unique and modern rides that make 
Kennywood such a special park.

KennyKon XXX’s exceptional attendance brought 
a few minor logistical problems, one of which was 
that the size of the group exceeded the capacity of 
every available pavilion! In order to give attendees 
plenty of space to enjoy their meal, the picnic dinner 

KennyKon XXX Soars to New Heights
continued from page 3

was split into two seatings – at 5 p.m. and 6 p.m. – with 
guests being able to select their preferred time during 
morning registration. During both meal times, diners 
enjoyed a buffet of beef brisket, chicken fingers, pasta 
and watermelon. The park was kind enough to provide 

barbeque ribs as well, which were not on the original 
menu. Gibas took the time to attend both meal seatings, 
giving a short speech at each to show his appreciation 
for ACE and to answer questions.

During dinner, the winners of the Scavenger Hunt 
were announced. No one was able to find all 30 logos, 
one of which ended up on the back of Regional 
Representative Bill Linkenheimer III’s T-shirt! There was a 
three-way tie, with the winners being David Rager, the 
Simone family and the combination of Jim Augustine 
and Sue Macumber. All members of the winning teams 
were given front of the line passes to The Steel Curtain.

After both meals had concluded, one of the most 
anticipated moments of the day had arrived: the live 
auction of a boat from the Log Jammer. Even though 
the classic water ride was replaced with a roller coaster, 
its loss was still hard to take for many Kennywood fans, 
and the chance to own a piece of beloved Pittsburgh 
history drew much attention. While several bids were 
entertained early in the auction, the contest quickly 
became a two-horse race with Ken Riling and Aaron 
Maricic exchanging bids that climbed into the thousands. 
When the dust settled, Ken Riling had acquired the boat 
for $5,600 which was earmarked for the ACE Preservation 
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ACE Western Pennsylvania
 Salutes Jerome Gibas

Last year, ACE Western Pennsylvania inaugurated 
the region’s annal Industry Appreciation Award to 
recognize individuals in the amusement industry who 
have supported ACE Western Pennsylvania over the 
years. This region is fortunate to be home to several 
traditional parks that are over a century old.  Similarly 
we are fortunate that many of their personnel have 
established special long-term relationships with ACE 
and this region in particular.

One such individual is Jerome Gibas, general 
manager of Kennywood, who was the first recipient 
of this award presented at KennyKon XXX on July 
20, 2019.  Jerome’s involvement with ACE began 
decades ago, as a ride operator at Kennywood, 
when ACE held Coaster Con III there in 1980. He has 
had many other park positons since then including 
a period as general manager of Idlewild. Coaster 
Con returned to Kennywood in 1991, 1998 and most 
recently in 2010. Jerome was general manager 
during those last two Cons and was responsible for 
the special treatment extended to the ACE members 
in attendance.

Jerome’s contributions are not always obvious 
to ACE members as they often occur behind the 
scenes. Just one example was accelerating the final 
testing of Sky Rocket during the 2010 Con so that all 
of those attending would be able to ride the coaster 
even before any of the park employees were given 
the opportunity.  He has repeatedly accommodated 
ACE at events, often approving behind-the-scene 
tours, construction site visits and has seen to it that 
ACE members are invited to media announcements 
and coaster openings.

Jerome always welcomes the group at meal 
time during our annual KennyKon events. In addition, 
he publicly recognizes and expresses his appreciation 
for ACE's support of Kennywood and the amusement 
industry. He acknowledged the presence of ACE at 
the unveiling of the Frederick Ingersoll / Luna Park 
Pennsylvania historical marker and in his introductory 
remarks during media day for The Steel Curtain.

When Jerome accepted the award, true to 
his humble nature, he gave the credit to his staff 
members, particularly Marie Ruby, Nick Paradise and 
Meaghan Collins.

-Dave Altman
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nearly $6,000 was raised for great causes!

The fading sun brought a well-appreciated drop in 
temperature, which attendees took advantage of to get 
in their last rides of the day. The heat and humidity led 
to some pop-up thunderstorms, which grazed the park 
shortly before nightfall. While the rain was limited to a 
few drops, lightning in the vicinity led to most attractions 
in the park being closed for a short period of time. The 
rides reopened half an hour before scheduled closing 
time, and attendees were able to get night rides on 
their favorite attractions with no wait! Several members 
experienced their first-ever night rides on The Steel 
Curtain, reporting that the ride is incredible in the dark.

At closing, attendees got a payoff for their long day 
in the sun: an hour of ERT on The Phantom’s Revenge, 
which was running blisteringly fast. The coaster, which 
is always highly regarded for its ejector airtime, was a 
beast that bucked riders from their seats at every turn 
and left them wanting more. It was a fitting end for the 
30th anniversary of KennyKon – a taste of Pittsburgh’s 
unpredictable weather followed by insane rides on a 
legendary roller coaster.

With so many people coming to Kennywood for this 
event, many of whom were visiting for the first time, the 
experience couldn’t have been better: The Steel Curtain 
was ready in time for its first ERT, the weather held (heat 
notwithstanding), and the park’s hospitality towards ACE 
was in full display. Kennywood is co-hosting CoasterCon 
in 2021, and we can confidently say that most attendees 
are eager to return.

KennyKon XXX Soars 
to New Heights

continued from page 4
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On the last full weekend of August, 51 members 
from ACE and Western New York Coaster Club (WYNCC) 
spent a beautiful late summer weekend on the lakes. 
On Saturday, August 24, attendees headed to the 
shores of Conneaut Lake to visit Conneaut Lake Park, 
where attendees 
took advantage 
of the beautiful 
w e a t h e r  b y 
enjoying rides 
such as Devil’s 
Den, Carousel, 
Flying Scooters 
and, of course, 
the ACE Coaster 
Classic and ACE 
Roller Coaster 
Landmark Blue 
Streak! 

Dinner was 
served at 5 p.m. 
and consisted 
of penne pasta 
with marinara 
or meat sauce, 
salad, brownies, pop and a visit from Connie Otter. As 
evening approached, attendees enjoyed night ERT on 
Blue Streak, Devil’s Den and Tumble Bug.

 On Sunday, August 25, attendees headed farther 
north to Waldameer & Water World in Erie, not far from 
Presque Isle State Park and its beaches along Lake 
Erie. At the morning check-in, attendees were treated 
to coffee and doughnuts. Morning ERT gave riders a 
chance to enjoy multiple rides on Comet and Wacky 
Shack. After ERT there was a unique group photo in 
front of Comet that was taken overhead from the Sky 
Ride. 

ACE Flies High
By Tim Michalak
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Lunch featured hamburgers, hot dogs, chicken 
strips, potato salad, macaroni salad, baked beans, 
potato chips and ice cream. Waldameer President Steve 
Gorman and Owner and CEO Paul Nelson shared some 
park stories with attendees, such as the one about the 

maintenance 
employee who 
was befriended 
by a skunk that 
was living under 
Wendy’ s  Tea 
Party. They also 
filled attendees 
in on future plans 
fo r  the park , 
which include 
a new fami ly 
spinning coaster 
and new water 
slides for 2020. 

After a few 
announcements 
f rom WNYCC 
and ACE Western 
Pennsylvania, 

attendees had the chance to win some items from 
the park, such as an old height requirement sign and 
seatbelts from Ravine Flyer II. 

Shortly after lunch, many of those in attendance 
took advantage of the walk-back photo tour of 
Ravine Flyer II. As evening approached, attendees 
enjoyed more of the park’s rides, some of which, such 
as the new-for-2019 Chaos, have spectacular lighting 
packages, As the night came to a close, attendees 
were treated to ERT on Ravine Flyer II. Thanks to WNYCC 
and ACE Western Pennsylvania for a fun end-of-
summer event.
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...And Everything Else!
By Brett Weissbart

It is not possible to cover every event in-depth 
in these eight pages, but the numerous informal and 
“semi-formal” meetups held in 2019 deserve recognition, 
both to preserve memories and to thank the parks and 
facilities for their generosity towards ACE.

On the evening of KennyKon XXX, ACE returned to 
Cranberry Township for the third consecutive installment 
of Fun-Fore-All Fiesta. While no scheduled activities were 
held, attendees received discounted attractions passes 
and access to a reserved party area. Members enjoyed 
the two miniature golf courses, bumper boats, go-karts 
and even a spin on the Fiesta Express kiddie coaster.

 With Lakemont Park open after a two year hiatus, 
Gary Baker Memorial Day returned to Altoona the 
day after KennyKon. Attendees first met at Lakemont 
Park to check out the park’s rebirth as a FEC and 
recreation center. Leap the Dips was unfortunately 
still closed for renovation, but rides were enjoyed on 
the classic Skyliner. The Gary Baker Memorial Miniature 
Golf Tournament was held on the park’s two courses, 
a re-imagined version of the former railroad-themed 

course, and a brand new course with plenty of water 
and challenging obstacles.

In late afternoon, members made their way to 
Delgrosso’s Amusement Park. One of the draws for the 
visit was a catered meal that required pre-registration. 
Shortly before the event, Delgrosso’s sweetened the 
deal by offering free ride wristbands to all registered 
attendees! As expected, the meal of chicken, spaghetti 
and Murf’s famous potato salad didn’t disappoint.

Mid-August  saw members  commandeer 
Kennywood’s parade trolley for the annual ACE Fall 
Fantasy event. 

In October, a trio of spooky events made for 
an unforgettable weekend! On Friday October 11, 
attendees enjoyed discounted admission as they faced 
the “13 levels of fear” at Conneaut Lake Park’s Ghost 
Lake. The following day, ACE members were invited by 
the Great Ohio Coaster Club to partake in a pre-scare 
meal and an hour of ERT on The Steel Curtain.

On Sunday, the Dark Ride & Funhouse Enthusiasts 
partnered with ACE Western Pennsykvania for “A BOO-
tiful Day in the Neighborhood!” at Idlewild & SoakZone. 
To start off the day, attendees got a behind-the-scenes 
tour of Confusion Hill followed by ERT on Rollo Coaster. 
After a picnic lunch, the park provided bags and invited 
everyone to trick-or-treat through Storybook Forest, an 
activity that is normally reserved for kids. To top off the 
day, the temperature rose just enough for the park to 
open Wild Mouse, allowing a few lucky members to 
get their first ride on the coaster in years, before it shut 
down due to operation problems the result of cold 
temperatures.

In December, everyone finally paid the price for 
a year of dry events, as Kennywood didn’t open for 
Holiday Lights due to inclement weather. ACE Holiday 
Magic went to “Plan B” and invited attendees to instead 
enjoy games and mini golf at Scene 75 Entertainment 
Center which graciously provided $10 in free games 
credits.

With 2019 being all but a memory, it is time to start 
looking forward to the promise of 2020. See you all at 
CoasterBash!
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Saturday, March 7, 2020
Salvatore’s 

Pittsburgh’s South Hills
You’ll find EVERYTHING you need to know 

about CoasterBash! XXXI at 
www.ACEwesternPA.org

including pricing, list of presenters, menu 
and instructions for mail-in and online 

registration.

NO PRINTED EVENT FLIER
 WILL BE MAILED!

The longest-running regional no-coaster event is 
back for its 31st year. This year’s event will have 
a plethora of presenters that will be announced 
on social media. Visit the CoasterBash! 
web page for continually updated details!

CoasterBash! is held at Salvatore’s which is 
located approximately seven miles south of 
downtown Pittsburgh in the borough of Baldwin.

Advance registration only. 
No on-site registration

Mailed registration must be postmarked by 
February 25. Online registration will remain 

open until February 29.
 No on-site registration will be available.

Don't miss Mountainfest at Wisp Resort the day after CoasterBash!, March 8
ACE Mid-Atlantic presents this informal event to enjoy the mountain coaster at Wisp, located in 

McHenry, Maryland, just two hours from Pittsburgh. Registrants enjoy four rides for the price of three! 
Advance registration is required and must be completed by February 24. 

Visit aceonline.org/events for more information and to register.
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A full-color 
version of The 
Fun Times is 

available online 
for download 

on the region’s 
website.

FIRST CLASS MAIL

P O Box 15353
Pittsburgh PA 
15237-0553
USA


