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CoasterBash! XXXI
by Sarah Windisch

Pennsylvania
as a state ride inspector and was not able to join us
due to family obligations. Volunteers with titles in ACE
were recognized, and Bill acknowledged Aaron Lesko
and Scene 75 Entertainment Center for the $5 arcade
play cards that were distributed to all attendees at
registration.
Next, Bill gave the ACE National update, touching
on items like the ACE monthly podcast, World Roller
Coaster Appreciation Month (June), Coaster Con
43, KennyKon XXXI, the 2020 ACE Preservation
Conference, the postponed international trip to Italy,
ACE elections, Amazon Smile to benefit ACE and a
new program that encourages members to send news

about what’s going on in their life (births, graduations,
etc.) to LifeEvents@aceonline.org.
The first park presenter was Waldameer’s Steve
Gorman, whose 2019 year in review (large “heated
pool”, Chaos: control faults leading him to cut a hole in
the door to be able to see the codes, using bags of corn as
weight; skunks creating mayhem) was very entertaining
and quite
funny. 2020
b r i n g s
Ravine Flyer
II retracking,
W a c k y
Shack’s 50th
birthday, new
Rally Racer
water slides,
and the new
spinning SBF
Visa coaster,
w h i c h
replaces the
Showtime
theater and
Water Works.
Janine
R e b b i e
Matscherz of
Philadelphia
Toboggan Coasters, Inc. (PTCI) relayed to us that Tom
Rebbie advised to get rental insurance if ever driving
in a foreign country, especially Italy. If you don’t know
the story, be sure to ask Tom to hear the comical
details. Janine showed the fall 2019 and winter 2020
work being done on coaster trains from parks such as
Kemah Boardwalk (Boardwalk Bullet), Six Flags America
(Wild One), Dorney Park (Thunderhawk), Holiday World
(The Voyage), Kennywood (Racer) and others. Plans for
Coaster Con this year include an open house at PTCI.
Sam Shurgott of IRM rides (owner/president since
2019) gave us a history of his company, which started
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CoasterBash! XXXI, held on March 7, 2020, was was
jam packed (literally) with presenters and attendees
– a record 210 of them! The presentations kicked
off with videos including one of The Steel Curtain at
Kennywood, “Summer Flashback” by Joel BrewtonRiling and “New Coasters of 2019” by Ken Simmons.
ACE Western Pennsylvania Regional Representative Bill
Linkenheimer
I I I
t h e n
welcomed our
large group. A
tribute was
paid to one of
our members,
Mike Homza,
who recently
passed away,
and the event
was dedicated
to him. Bill also
relayed a
“hello” from
Lenny Adams,
formerly of
Conneaut
Lake Park, who
is now working
Jeff Croushore
in Eastern

continued on page 3
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Condolences to Anna Capone, whose mother
passed away in April . . . condolences to John Tuite,
whose girlfriend, Arlene, passed away in April . . .
congratulations to Adam Napotnik, who graduated
from Washington & Jefferson College with a degree
in history and plans to pursue a master’s degree in
teaching at Mercyhurst . . . congratulations to David
Hahner III who graduated magna cum laude as a
Dean’s Scholar from Robert Morris University and has
started a new job as a behavioral health technician
at Wesley Family Services . . . congratulations to
April Lucas, who graduated from California University
of Pennsylvania in May with a Master’s in Applied
Behavioral Analysis and a certificate in Autism . . .
congratulations to Austin Krieger who graduated from
Chartiers Valley High School and will be heading to
Thiel College where he plans to study public relations
and marketing . . . congratulations to Kennywood’s
Nick Paradise and his wife Angela, who are expecting
their third child and revealed that it’s a girl(!) . . . Ken
Brewton-Riling posthumously won the 2020 Photo
Contest with an outstanding sunrise picture of The Steel
Curtain . . . Pam Kanai entered an awesome video of
The Steel Curtain into the Coaster Con at Home Video
Contest . . . congratulations to Sean Pilyih, who won
the highest overall score in the Coaster Con at Home
scavenger hunts (and nearly a perfect score, too!) . . .
we extend a warm Western Pennsylvania welcome to
the newest members of Kennywood’s management
team – Mark Pauls, the new general manager and
Lenny Freund, the new food and beverage director. . .
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Flying High 2020

KennyKon XXXI

Saturday, August 15, 2020
Kennywood
West Mifflin, PA

(tentative)
Sunday, August 30, 2020
Waldameer & Water World
Erie, PA

Gary Baker Memorial Day 2020

ACE Goes IdleWILD III

(tentative)
Saturday, September 12, 2020
Idlewild and SoakZone
Ligonier, PA Ryan Lucas

Sunday, August 16, 2020
Lakemont Park
Altoona, PA

Maggie Altman
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CoasterBash! XXXI

Steve Gorman

Adam Napotnik

Jim Becker, Executive Director of the Economic
Progress Alliance of Crawford County, spoke about
Conneaut Lake Park, which the organization
operates. The improvements in maintaining and
cleaning up the park have resulted in an increase in
ride wristband sales, gift shop sales, games revenue
and mini golf sales. Camperland’s revenue increased
only slightly because they have run out of space. Blue
Streak has received work on the lift hill and tunnel, in
addition to new upholstery on the train.. New lockers
Jim Becker

Nick Paradise, Erik Frankenstein
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camp outs. The 2020 Coasting for Kids event at
Kennywood event is scheduled for Sunday, September
6, 2020. Those who raise $100 are eligible to participate
in ERT and the more that one raises, they can earn
additional items such as T-shirts, VIP ride passes, etc.
After dinner, Bill Linkenheimer gathered the other
six members of the regional rep team in attendance to
present the second annual ACE Western Pennsylvania
Industry Appreciation Award, which was bestowed on
Idlewild’s Jeff Croushore.  
Kennywood’s Nick Paradise was up next and

were installed in Splash City for 2019 with more added
for 2020. The past year also saw additional boat slips
in the marina, new merchandise in the gift shop, a
new Ferris Wheel and the return of the Connie Otter
costumed character. For 2020, visitors can look for a
new Paratrooper deck, new floors on the Flying Scooter
cars, a Fascination parlor and ongoing Camperland
expansion. The park will be open Thursday through
Sunday and wristbands will cost $12 for either the rides
or waterpark and a combo pass is $22. Season passes
remain $50. For 2021 the Reed Avenue pavilions will
be rebuilt thanks to a $112,300 matching grant from
the state.  
Next up was ACE’s own Adam Napotnik to talk
about ACE Cares. In 2019, the Coasting for Kids event
THE FUN TIMES
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continued from page 1
in 1989. He also provided a rundown of who purchased at Kennywood raised over $43,000 for Give Kids the
some of the rides and games removed from parks such World, which paid for six wish families to visit the resort.
as Lakemont Park, Coney Island (Cincinnati), Fun Fore It was the most successful Coasting for Kids event of
the year. There are several types of fundraisers being
All and Joyland.
considered including riding, park runs and coaster

announced that 2020 will bring the Steelers Experience,
a quiet room (in the former gift shop by the entrance to
Lost Kennywood), the return of the floral clock (on the
hillside by the Lucky Stand and Turtle), changes to the
park’s entrance ramp and parking lot, the return of the
Bronze season pass (on an ongoing basis), bathroom
renovations (by the Gran Prix), removal of Pounce
Bounce, the addition of dedicated VIP entrances
at some coasters, 100th anniversary celebrations for
Jack Rabbit and a teaser that Garfield’s Nightmare
has ended. At the end of Nick’s presentation, The
Golden Kenny was awarded to Erik Frankenstein,
continued on page 4
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Another first-time CoasterBash! presenter, Rick
Knoebel, started off with a phone call from to father
Dick. Amplified from Rick’s phone to the microphone,
Dick explained that he recently suffered a stroke while
vacationing in Mexico but thankfully received excellent
medical care and is doing very well. He welcomed
ACE to Coaster Con in June and assured all that he is
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Brian Butko

Rick Knoebel

okay and reminded Rick to tell us a few things going
on at Knoebels this year. Phoenix Phall Phunfest’s
Friday enthusiast night is scheduled for October 9,
2020 from 7 to 10 p.m. Also for this season, the park will
be offering a lot of new food items, Twister had work
done on the second lift, Impulse has new trains and
the anti-rollback was replaced, Flying Turns had some
track expansion with a fourth chain lift, Phoenix has an
update to the station and queue, some picnic pavilions
were replaced, some restrooms were upgraded, the
1001 Nacht ride was removed and a new Tornado
ride from Wisdom is being installed by the drop tower
ride. Attendees also learned that the pool fountain is
from the 1939 New York World’s Fair.
The final presenter was Idlewild’s Jeff Croushore. As
usual, Jeff entered “in style,” this time bringing mascot
Ricky Raccoon along for Ricky’s first CoasterBash!
appearance ... to dance! Jeff told us about the 143rd
season at the park, including upgrades to Storybook
Forest, the return of the Round Up, building upgrades
including restrooms, carousel restoration, waterpark
upgrades, the completion of Wild Mouse refurbishment,
a new Daniel Tiger experience (Storytime with O the
Owl), new signage, new food and park events that
will be posted on the park’s website. For 2021, guests
can look for a new kiddie ride, and for 2022 a major
attraction/addition, and ongoing upgrades to Rollo
Coaster.
After the CoasterBash “symphony of volunteers,”
Bill Linkenheimer announced the winners of the silent
auction, Chinese auction and raffle. The total for
all funds, including the ACE Preservation Fund Sales
Table and CoasterBash! Bake Sale is $3,058. Thanks to
everybody who supported ACE’s fundraising!
Editor’s Note: As a result of the health crisis related
to Covid-19, information and plans provided by the
parks during this event (and reported in this article)
may have changed.

the park. Brian’s hard work and dedication to digging
up unique and unusual photos and stories is not lost
on our group!
First-time CoasterBash! presenter, Palace
Entertainment COO John Reilly spoke about the
company moving most operations (marketing, safety,
food and beverage, construction, legal, etc.) to
Pittsburgh, with finance and technology remaining in
photo by Joel Brewton-

John Reilly

California. With 70% of Palace properties in the eastern
United States, the move makes good business sense.
He spoke about the importance of the people in
the organization, guest experience, and how those
relate to the success of the business. He assured
ACE members that Palace is listening to park fans
and took several questions and comments from the
audience.
CoasterBash! contest winners were Michael
Burkes, third place; Dave Hahner, second place; and
Ken Brewton-Riling, first place. Thanks to Jason Ballard
for handling the photo contest for its seventh year.
JULY 2020
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continued from page 3
noting his longtime enthusiasm for Kennywood and
the abundance of volunteering that he’s done not
only for ACE Western Pennsylvania, but at Conneaut
Lake Park, as well.
Brian Butko of the Heinz History Center started
out with a yellow Kennywood sign so we should have
known what to expect if he brought along props. He
delivered a presentation with a wonderful selection of
photos from Kennywood of years past, illustrating the
significance of so much of the history that still exists at

4

ACEwesternPA.org

In Memoriam

Idlewild’s Jeff Croushore presented with
2020 Industry Appreciation Award

Mike Homza 1958-2020

We lost one of our
members earlier this year
and there will be an empty
bench when we all go to
Kennywood, Knoebels,
Waldameer or any of the
other smaller parks that Mike
Homza enjoyed visiting.
Most of us know that guy in
the Amish-style hat, usually
on the dark ride, bumper
cars, train, carousel or other
fun ride. Mike was always
welcoming people to sit
down and talk, not just about
the parks but about almost
anything. He spent time as
a historical reenactor, rode
motorcycles, and other interests resulting in some pretty vast
knowledge. Mike was one of those people that you could sit
there and talk to and get a few good laughs. He had a great
sense of humor, coupled with his observation skills would make
things like the Phoenix Phall Phunfest parade even more fun.
His passing was sudden and a shock to the region, and his wife
of 21 years, Mary, appreciates everybody’s kind words. Mike
will be missed by many, as will his stories and friendship.
-Sarah Windisch

By Dave Altman
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Jeff Croushore, the marketing manager of
Idlewild and SoakZone, was the second recipient of
the ACE Western Pennsylvania Industry Appreciation
Award. It was presented at CoasterBash! XXXI on
March 7, 2020. Jeff is best known to ACE members for
his energetic presentations at the annual mid-winter
event. His first appearance was in 2004 when Mary
Lou Rosemeyer introduced him as her assistant public
relations associate responsible for Idlewild. Jeff’s
first presentation at CoasterBash! was in 2005, which
makes him the speaker with the most continuous
appearances (16) at the event. His initial presentation
focused on Rollo Coaster and the new-for-2005
Paul Bunyan’s Loggin’ Toboggan log flume ride. His
imaginative presentations have since become the
much anticipated “closing act” at the event.
Jeff’s career at Idlewild began in 1992, where, as
depicted in his “Man of Many Hats” presentation, he
has held several positions including picnic coordinator,
sales/public relations manager and park archivist
(since 2000) in addition to his current title. Jeff’s
involvement with ACE included the 1998 and 2010
Coaster Cons, when Idlewild was a co-host, and
numerous regional events. Jeff always welcomes
the group at check-in, usually with an unexpected
breakfast item or park trinket, speaks at the group
meal and in general, rolls out the red carpet during
our events held at Idlewild.
Jeff’s love of Idlewild and appreciation of its
history are evident whenever he speaks about the
park. This culminated in the publication of his book
“Images of America – Idlewild Park” in 2004. In
addition, he publicly recognizes and expresses his
appreciation for ACE’s support of Idlewild and the
amusement industry. He truly appreciates the votes
from ACE members in the Golden Ticket Awards which
secured Idlewild the title of “Best Children’s Park” from
2010 through 2018.
It was appropriate that Jeff’s new boss, John
Reilly, COO of Palace Entertainment, was in the
audience to see Jeff receive this award and witness
the appreciation that this region’s members have for
him. True to his “Greatest Showman” reputation, his
closing presentation included a choreographed song
and dance number with Ricky Raccoon!
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Ken Riling-Brewton 1964-2020

Ken Riling-Brewton didn’t
call attention to himself or his
many talents by what he said
but by what he did for his friends
and his communities. Generous,
enthusiastic, inquisitive and
creative, Ken made it difficult to
capture his life or his personality in
only a few words. It is equally hard
to capture what his loss means to
his husband, family, fellow ACE
Western Pennsylvania members
and other friends. Ken died of a
heart attack on April 21, at the
age of 55.
The facts about Ken don’t begin to encompass all that
he was to his friends and loved ones. Ken was born May 6,1964,
graduated from St. Thomas High School in Braddock, received
a pharmacy degree from Duquesne University and spent his
entire pharmacy career with the UPMC health system. He was
also an accomplished musician and gardener who played
the organ at his own college graduation ceremony and
became a master gardener through a Penn State extension
course. He became an organist at several churches, where
he also shared his gardening talents.
His love of roller coasters extended to photographing
them and sharing his photographs at regional events, where
he also supported ACE by bidding on many auction items for
his amusement park collection displayed in his home. Most of
the late Gary Baker’s coaster collection would have been lost
had Ken not offered his home to store it until volunteers could
organize it for donations to the ACE Archives and regional
Preservation Table.
-Lee Ann Draud
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The summer of 2020 might not have panned out as
anyone expected, but ACE Western Pennsylvania
is proud to offer a special August edition of
KennyKon! Enjoy 90 minutes of morning ERT on
The Steel Curtain, and Jack Rabbit (celebrating its
100th anniversary) and finish the evening with 45
minutes of exclusive rides on Phantom’s Revenge.
A picnic dinner will be served that features sliced
italian beef, BBQ boneless chicken, mac and
cheese, penne pasta and more.

Saturday
August 15, 2020

Make a weekend of it! On Sunday, August 16, join
your friends for an informal day of classic rides and
miniature golf at Lakemont Park! For less than $20,
the park offers a pass offering unlimited access
to all attractions including Skyliner and Leap the
Dips, go-karts and its two miniature golf courses.
ITOTs (Informal TakeOver Times) will be held over
the course of the day. Celebrate the memory of
Gary Baker by playing his favorite sport, miniature
golf, at his favorite park! Play at your leisure and
submit your scorecards at the designated time for
a chance to win prizes.

You’ll find EVERYTHING you need
to know about KennyKon XXXI at
ACEwesternPA.org/kennykonxxxi
including the schedule, pricing, menu,
and links to online registration, the mailin registration form and the Facebook
event page.

A full-color
version of The
Fun Times is
available online
for download
on the region’s
website.
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