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The FUNOFFICIAL Newsletter of ACE Western Pennsylvania

Frederick Ingersoll Historic Marker Dedicated
By Brett Weissbart

On April 27, members of ACE joined 
representatives from the Heinz History 
Center and Kennywood to unveil a 
new historical marker dedicated to 
Frederick Ingersoll. Championed by 
amusement park historian and History 
Center employee Brian Butko, and 
funded by more than $2,400 in donations 
from ACE and its members, the plaque 
describes the contributions that Ingersoll 
made to the burgeoning amusement 
park industry during the late 1800s and 
early 1900s.

Butko emceed the ceremony which 
took place prior to the first day of 

Kennywood’s preview weekend for 
season passholders. History Center CEO 
Andy Masich, Kennywood President 
Jerome Gibas and ACE Western 
Pennsylvania Regional Representative 
Bill Linkenheimer III also made remarks. 
The marker stands with the park’s two 
other historical markers which were 
relocated to a new area alongside 
Kennywood Boulevard to be enjoyed 
year round. Kennywood is believed to 
be the only location in Pennsylvania to 
be home to three Pennsylvania Historical 
and Museum Commission markers.
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Congratulations to Chris and Katie Grella who have 
upgraded to a larger home, which they’ll need with 
the August arrival of their fifth child! . . .  condolences 
to Tina Napotnik-Sepcic and Adam Napotnik on the 
passing of Jimmy Sepcic (Tina’s brother; Adam’s 
uncle) in March . . . thanks to Lee Ann Draud, Nancy 
Cain McComb, Bob Metz and Roseane Nyczaj for 
volunteering to work in the food and beverage 
department at Kennywood on one or more May days 
when the park was challenged for staff, an effort that 
simultaneously raised money for the ACE Preservation 
Fund . . .  and an even bigger kudos to Bill Galvin for 
working a day at Kennywood and driving all the way 
from the Baltimore area to do so . . . congratulations 
to Nikki Blake, who graduated from the University of 
Pittsburgh with a masters degree in public health and 
has moved to the Washington DC area for a year-long 
fellowship . . . congratulations to Chase Fiore who is 
currently doing an internship with Universal Studios 
Creative Team, helping to design future attractions 
. . . Roseanne Nyczaj took a trip to Iceland in May 
. . . congratulations to Garrett Sauers, who is working 
at Idlewild & SoakZone this summer, assisting the 
director of group sales and director of marketing . . . 
congratulations to Dave Swank and Erika Swank on 
the birth of their second child, Nolan David Swank, 
who joins big sister Juliet Swank . . . congratulations 
to Chris Camp, President of Fun Fore All, who will be 
a panelist in one of the educational seminars during 
the IAAPA (International Association of Amusement 
Parks and Attractions) Expo in November, sharing 
knowledge from his more than 20 years in the family 
entertainment business . . . Linda Spar and her husband, 
Brian, have relocated from Indiana, Pennsylvania 
to the Squirrel Hill neighborhood of Pittsburgh . . .
congratulation to John Gasper who is retiring after 38 
years of teaching instrumental music at the elementary 
school level . . . if you’ve seen some recent promotional 
videos or a television commercial for Conneaut Lake 
Park and the voice sounds familiar, it is(!) as that’s the 
voice of our own regional rep, Bill Linkenheimer III . . .

I wanted to thank you for inviting me to speak at 
CoasterBash XXX. I had a great time chatting with your 
members and getting a chance to share a little insight on 
our product development process. I hope the group found it 
interesting and a little different from the usual manufacturer 
presentation.

Hopefully the print of the Log Jammer Boat raised some 
money for the organization [Editor's note: it raised $500!]. You 
folks are doing some really good things for our industry and 
Give Kids The World, and your support of the industry is noted 
and appreciated.

Pete Barto
Director of Sales, S&S Worldwide, Inc.

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
I just wanted to thank you for inviting JRA to your 

CoasterBash! event.
I enjoyed meeting a lot of the ACE members. I also 

learned lot more about ACE and the new projects in your 
region.

The hospitality extended to me while I was there was 
also greatly appreciated.

Dan Schultz
Chief Operating Officer, Jack Rouse Associates

East Meets ACE met ACE

Mail Bag

THE FUN TIMES  2019  is published every so often by and 
for the members of American Coaster Enthusiasts inhabiting 
the Western Pennsylvania region.  Material may be used with 
or without permission -- we really don't care.
Subscriptions are free to all ACE members residing in the 
Western Pennsylvania region and are $4.00 per year for 
ACE members elsewhere in the United States.  Direct all 
correspondence to:  THE FUN TIMES; PO Box 15353; Pittsburgh, 
PA  15237-0553, USA.
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CoasterBash! XXX | An Extra-Large Event of Surprises!
By David Hahner III

Another year means another CoasterBash!, 
which means a surplus of speakers, announcements, 
speculation, prizes and of course, fellow ACE friends. 
Once again held at Salvatore’s in the South Hills of 
Pittsburgh, the facility was accommodating with 
delicious food and plenty of space to buy collectables 
from various vendors. This year, CoasterBash! XXX was 
one of the busiest in the event’s history. Over a dozen 
different representatives from the local and national 
amusement industry were present to unveil future 
developments. 

CoasterBash! XXX opened up with smoke and 
flashing lights to set the tone for the exciting evening 
ahead. Summer Flashback 2018, a video and picture 
collection compiled by Joel Brewton showcased all of 
the Western Pennsylvania events. This was followed by 
The New Coasters of 2018 video by Ken Simmons.

First up was Steve Gorman and Andrew Felice of 
Waldameer & Water World to share the park’s future 
plans. A mission was stated that the park will add 
something new every year at both parks! Chaos, a 
Zamperla Mini Discovery 360 is the new ride for 2019 
and will be the first to flip riders upside-down in the 
park’s history! Water World’s new 120-person hot tub 
will be open for guests this summer. Comet and Ravine 
Flyer II received major track work. Spider will also return 
after a lengthy refurb last season. For the 2020 season, 
a ProSlide mat racer water slide called Rally Racer will 
replace the current speed slides. With all of the recent 
investments, Waldameer & Water World is an evolving 
amusement park everyone will want to visit for years 
to come.

Pete Barto of S&S Worldwide made his inaugural 
appearance at CoasterBash! He briefly described the 
history of the Utah-based ride manufacturer and their 
various products. The focus was on The Steel Curtain, 
a new sit-down looping coaster at Kennywood that is 
going beyond the company’s past limitations. Going 
through the firm’s process that moves an idea into a 
product was the backbone of Barto’s discussion on 
how The Steel Curtain came into development. From 
the past with the drop towers, to the present with The 

Steel Curtain and Six Flags Great America’s Maxx 
Force, to the future with the reimagined steeplechase 
roller coaster, S&S Worldwide is an up and coming 
manufacturer that the amusement community is 
keeping a close eye on.

It is always encouraging to hear about the 
progress at Conneaut Lake Park. Jim Becker and 
Lenny Adams explained the park’s successful 2018 
season with increased wristband sales. If attendance 
and revenue continue to climb, Conneaut Lake 
Park is hoping to be out of bankruptcy by 2020. For 
2019, the park will be adding two new Ferris wheels, 
one standard and one kiddie-sized, a birthday party 
pavilion, new Splash City lockers, a new marina to 
accommodate 32 boats and an expansion of the 
park’s Camperland. Tumble Bug will also return this 
season. Blue Streak will receive major track and tunnel 
work, thanks to a $7,000 donation from ACE! Also, a 
book and artwork based on Conneaut Lake Park by 
Edinboro University students will be sold this summer.

CoasterBash! attendees were greeted by Rick 
Sebak from WQED-TV. He talked briefly about the 
production of the 1988 documentary “Kennywood 
Memories” and the 2019 special “That Kennywood 
Summer”, which was a half hour of archival footage 
from “Kennywood Memories”. As a treat, Sebak 
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showed a sneak peek of another forthcoming special, 
“Don’t Stand Up” which pulls even more video from 
1988. 

After a delicious buffet dinner, Nick Paradise from 
Kennywood was next to speak. 2019 is looking to be 
one of the biggest seasons in the park’s history with 
the all new Steelers Country themed area. An update 
on The Steel Curtain gave people a look on how this 
record-breaking S&S roller coaster will forever change 
the Kennywood skyline. More details were released for 
the new area itself. Concept art for the Training Camp 
inside the Steelers Experience was shown, along with 
the menu for the End Zone Café. The park lost seven 
picnic pavilions to make Steelers Country possible, but 
three news ones are scheduled to replace them. The 
Merry-Gro-Round horses are being restored to their 
former glory. Jack Rabbit’s green train is getting a 
refurbishment and the station will be getting new LED 
neon-style lights. Thomas the Tank Engine’s birthday 
will be celebrated on May 12. ACE Cares and Give 
Kids the World are teaming up to host more Coasting 
For Kids events, including one at Kennywood on Sept. 
1, 2019. 

A third Pennsylvania Historical and Museum 
Commission historic marker wil l be coming to 
Kennywood’s property. This one will honor Fredrick 
Ingersoll and his contributions to the amusement 
industry including building Oakland’s Luna Park and 

some of Kennywood’s rides, including four of the park’s 
first roller coasters. ACE and its members contributed 
all $2,400 to make this possible, with much of it raised 
at CoasterBash! events this year and last. Speaking of 
honors, The Golden Kenny award this year was given to 
Roseanne Nyczaj for her many volunteer contributions 
for ACE Western Pennsylvania and overall enthusiasm 
for Kennywood! 

First time speaker Dan Schultz from JRA came to talk 
about the creative side and guest perspective for their 
immersive designs. Along with contributing significantly 
to the development of Steelers Country at Kennywood, 
the Cincinnati-based company has also worked on 
the Crayola Experience in Easton, Pennsylvania, and 
the National Comedy Center in Jamestown, New York, 
among its hundreds of global clients that include theme 
parks and childrens museums.

While Tom Rebbie often makes an appearance at 
CoasterBash!, his daughter, Janine Rebbie Matscherz, 
stepped in and gave and update of the off-season 
projects for Philadelphia Toboggan Coasters Inc. (PTC) 
Included was a humorous video of Tom Rebbie driving 
around the PTC plant in a bumper car handing out 
paychecks.

Marking his second visit since leaving Kennywood, 
Jeff Filicko of Six Flags Fiesta Texas delivered news of 
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their upcoming additions. Already open for 2019 was 
Pirates of the Deep Sea, an in-house retheme of the 
park’s interactive dark ride. Also, The Joker: Wild Card 
will premier as the worlds tallest and fastest spinning 

pendulum ride. This Zamperla Giant Discovery will also 
feature an elaborate funhouse queue line. Five new 
shows are also lined up for 2019 for the park’s recently 
announced year-round schedule. 

As part of an annual tradition, Jeff Croushore from 
Idlewild & SoakZone concluded the festivities. This year, 
he came as The Riddler with disco music to back him 
up. In news for the park, the Round-Up will return in a 
new location, the Serpentine Slides are being recoated 
and new kiddie handcars will be in place this summer. 
A lot of new food offerings are coming, including Dole 
Whip and chicken ranch tater bowls. More character 
days and the return of Idlewild’s Oktoberfest, now with 
beer, are lined up for this season.

CoasterBash! XXX brought a lot of the familiar, 
but also a lot of the new. With news of fresh projects at 
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amusement parks near and far being delivered, there 
is always something to look forward to at this event, 
not to mention a raffle, Chinese auction, silent auction, 
bake sale and the ACE Preservation Fund Sales table, 
which collectively raised $3,834.50 to support ACE 
related causes. But in addition to all that, CoasterBash! 
is also about the community of enthusiasts and industry 
professionals gathering together to share what they 
love doing.

Photo contest winners  Ted Galvellis and Michael 
Burkes with Contest  Di rector  Jason Bal lard

Special Guest CoasterBash! speaker Charlie Jacques

Assistant regional representative Dave Altman gave a 
presentation on amusement parks in Hong Kong.
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  Saturday
 July 20, 2019 

KennyKon turns 30! Celebrate with 90 minutes 
of morning ERT on Racer and the park's newest 
addition, The Steel Curtain. A picnic dinner will be 
served featuring beef brisket, chicken tenders,        
macaroni and cheese, penne pasta and more. 
After the park closes, enjoy 45 minutes of ERT on 
Phantom's Revenge. Please note that while The 
Steel Curtain is anticipated to be operating, if any 
new coaster hiccups prevail, a different ride will 
be substituted.

Make it a three-day weekend! On Friday evening, 
join your friends for mini golf, go karts and more at 
Fun Fore All Fiesta. On Sunday, Gary Baker Memorial 
Day returns as ACE Western Pennsylvania heads to 
Blair county to visit Lakemont Park and DelGrosso's 
Park. While it’s a very informal event, an optional 
catered picnic dinner at DelGrosso’s will feature 
barbecue chicken and, of course, spaghetti. Visit 
ACEWesternPA.org for more information. Mail-in 
registration for KennyKon and the catered meal 
at Gary Baker Memorial Daymust be postmarked 
by July 9, while online registration will be open until 
July 12. There are currently no plans for late or on-
site registration.

You’ll find EVERYTHING you need 
to know about KennyKon XXX at 
ACEwesternPA.org/kennykonxxx 
including the schedule, pricing, menu, 
and links to online registration, the mail-
in registration form and the Facebook 
event page. 

P O Box 15353
Pittsburgh PA 
15237-0553
USA

A full-color 
version of The 
Fun Times is 

available online 
for download 

on the region’s 
website.

FIRST CLASS MAIL


